The results of this year's poll reaffirm Americans' trust in and respect for their local schools and teachers, but also reflect an increasing level of concern for our nation's schools as a whole. While a number of issues relate to how we ensure all students have access to the highest-quality education, including teachers, technology, charter schools, and more, what remains constant in all domains is the need for quality teaching and highly skilled teachers. Record, Volume 113, No. 11, 2011 Analysis shows that school and state policy are more predictive of teacher participation in effective professional development in a high-stakes subject (math) than a low-stakes subject (science). In addition, alignment between state standards and assessments is a key attribute of policies that promote teacher participation in content-focused professional development in highstakes subjects. The authors conclude that state-and school-level policies are more influential in high-stakes subjects. To encourage teachers to participate in effective professional development, they recommend states adopt policies that promote alignment between standards and assessments. Summer learning programs can prevent the loss of knowledge and skills that occurs over the summer for many students, especially low-income students. This RAND study, commissioned by The Wallace Foundation, provides evidence, identifies obstacles, and analyzes costs. Recommendations include: Make planning a year-round effort; start early to hire quality staff and recruit students; incorporate best practices from successful programs; establish partnerships; seek and support stable funding; and expand the research base on the long-term and cumulative effects of programs. 
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